Published: July 6, 2017, Kokomo Tribune [Page: A4] 


http://www.kokomotribune.com/indianakokomo/editorial-you-can-t-shame-the- 


shameless/article 46bb18498-61d7-11e7-a8e2-ff0918c8a769.html 


ate et E LAO E E M 


Andrew Mills/NJ Advance Media via AP 


SHAMELESS: In this Sunday, July 2, 2017, photo, New Jersey Gov. Chris 
Christie, right, uses the beach with his family and friends at the governor's 
summer house at Island Beach State Park in New Jersey. Christie is 
defending his use of the beach, closed to the public during New Jersey's 
government shutdown, saying he had previously announced his vacation 
plans and the media had simply "caught a politician keeping his word." 
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Those hoping to use New Jersey’s state parks, historic sites and recreation 
areas during this past weekend before the July Fourth holiday were in for a 


rude surprise. 


“This Facility is CLOSED Because of This Man,” read signs distributed by 
Republican Gov. Chris Christie. The notices were placed at the entrances 
and showed the name, photo and phone number of Democratic Assembly 


Speaker Vincent Prieto. 


But, while Christie clearly wanted to shift the blame for the closures 
ordered by his office, he didn’t feel the same rules should apply to him or 


his family. 


NJ Advance Media rented a plane that weekend, and photojournalist 
Andrew Mills captured New Jersey’s first family soaking up rays all by 
themselves outside the governor's beach house at Island Beach State Park. 
Christie can be seen clearly looking into the camera’s lens, yet he still lied 
brazenly. Then, after the evidence of his deception was revealed, his 


spokesman doubled down on a laughable technicality. 


“(The photos were] taken early Sunday afternoon before the governor 
headed to Trenton to hold another news conference about the shutdown,” 
reported Mills and Claude Brodesser-Akner of The Star-Ledger. “At that 
news conference, Christie was asked if he got any sun Sunday. ‘I didn't," he 


said. ‘I didn't get any sun today.’ When later told of the photo, Brian 


Murray, the governor's spokesman, said: ‘Yes, the governor was on the 
beach briefly today talking to his wife and family before heading into the 


office. ... He did not get any sun. He had a baseball hat on.’" 


The day before, when Christie was asked if it was fair for his family to use 
this property during the crisis, he responded: "Run for governor, and you 


can have a residence there." 


Tuesday morning, the state budget was finally signed, reopening these 
properties. But, the images of this small group of powerful people enjoying 


a public resource by themselves will remain. 


Christie’s poll numbers have been careening toward single digits, and he 
seems all but determined to drive them ever closer to zero. Not that it 
matters, though, as Christie is term-limited and cannot run again. We would 
call this fiasco an embarrassment, but it’s obviously not the right word. If 


nothing else, this mess proves you can’t shame someone who has no shame. 


